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PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE

Who should read this guide?

This guide is written for farmers interested in applying for the Conservation Stewardship
Program. Farmers begin applying for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

by filling out a CSP Producer Self-Screening Checklist. This can be found in Appendix

A at the end of this guide. The Checklist is used by farmers to find out if they are able
and willing to meet all of the requirements for the CSP. The first part of the Checklist
will help you understand whether or not you should read this guide. It asks farmers to
answer the following three questions:

I) Are you willing to commit time to inventory and document your conservation activities and
production system to determine eligibility and ranking?

This question is asking how much time you have to put into the Program. The
application asks for important details on what you grow and how you grow it. It
especially wants information on how your methods prevent soil erosion, reduce the use
of pesticides, and other things that help protect the environment. If you feel that you
have time to record all of that information, you can answer “yes” to this question.

2) Do you have records of your farming activities and are you willing to continue maintaining
records to document your conservation activities? Records will be used during NRCS field visits
to verify accuracy of application information before contracts are approved.

This question is similar to the first question. However, it is also asking if you have

been recording that information in the past and if you would be willing to record that
information in the future. Recording this information is necessary for the CSP to know
that you are committed to conservation.

3) Are you ready to enter into a 5 year contract requiring you to apply additional conservation
activities and to improve, maintain, and manage existing conservation activities?

This question is asking if you are ready to fulfill a contract with the CSP. CSP contracts
last for five years.To receive CSP funding, you may have to apply new conservation
methods to your farm.This will require more time and labor.

If you answered yes to these three questions, then the Conservation Stewardship
Program may be right for you! This guide may also be helpful to you if you have applied
for the CSP in the past but want to apply again. Many of the rules of the CSP changed in
2008. This guide will be helpful in understanding some of the new rules.
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What is Plain Language?

This guide is presented in a format called Plain Language. Plain Language provides clear,
simple, and accessible text for readers in order to reduce misunderstandings, errors, and
lack of comprehension. It also helps guide you to take action steps to practice what you
learn, and gives examples of other people using the information. We present this guide
in Plain Language in order to make the topic accessible to everyone.

It may be helpful for you to use this workbook with someone who can guide you to
more farming information, such as an experienced farmer, staff member of a farm

service organization, or other service provider.

A list of useful terms can be found in the Glossary at the back of this guide. Words in
quotation marks (“ ) are defined there.
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WHAT IS THE CONSERVATION
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM?

The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is a program run by the
“Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)”. It rewards farmers for
being good “stewards” of their land.This means that farmers who prevent
“soil erosion,” protect wildlife, work to keep water clean, or take other steps
to protect the environment on their farms could receive annual payments
from the CSP.

Sorrce, NRCE

How does the program work?

The CSP application asks a number of questions about a farmer’s property and practices.
They are looking for information on two things:

I) What kind of practices the farmer uses to protect the environment.
2) What other conservation practices the farmer could begin in the future.

The NRCS takes the answers to those questions and decides if the farmer is using a
conservation system that meets the threshold necessary to receive a “CSP contract”.
A CSP contract is a five year agreement between a farmer and the NRCS. It requires
that farmers maintain their existing conservation practices, and also begin at least one
new practice. The CSP contract states the payment a farmer will receive each year in
exchange for those new and existing practices.You can receive as much as $50,000 per

year from your CSP contract, although payments are usually much lower.
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AM 1 ELIGIBLE FOR THE CSP?

If you answered yes to all three questions in the introduction, then there is
a good chance that you are eligible for the CSP. This section will help you
decide:

) if you are fully eligible; and

2) how to become eligible if you are not.

The CSP is not an “entitlement program”. In other words, being eligible does not
guarantee that you will receive payments. It only means that your application will be
considered for the Conservation Stewardship Program.

(Important note: )

Read this section with the CSP Producer Self-Screening Checklist available
to look at. The Checklist can be found in Appendix A at the end of this guide

or on-line at: http://www.attra.org/csp/docs/CSP_Producer_Self Screening_
Checklist.pdf

\_ J

(Important changes to CSP made in 2008: h

The 2008 Farm Bill made a few important changes to the way the CSP works.

Some of the most important changes were related to land eligibility.

¢ The CSP is no longer limited to certain “watersheds.” Now, any land in
the United States is eligible for the CSP.

* Before 2008, the CSP allowed farmers to apply just part of their land to
the CSP, but now all cultivated farm property, including “other land,” must
be included in the application.

* Farmers can now also apply any private nonindustrial forested land on
their property. However, farmers do NOT have to include forested land

as part of their application. All private nonindustrial forested land will be

\ ranked” separately from other property. y
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HOW IS ELIGIBILITY
DETERMINED?

There are three types of eligibility for the CSP:

e applicant (you)

* land (your farm)

e stewardship threshold (which will be explained later)

Applicant Eligibility Requirements

The following is a list of the requirements in order for you, as a farmer, to be eligible for
the CSP (see page | of the Checklist). Each requirement is followed by an explanation.

“Is the operator of record in Farm Service Agency (FSA) record system or establish
FSA records prior to application.”

This means that you must be on record with the “Farm Service Agency (FSA)”. If you
have ever received loans or other kinds of payments from the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA), then you are registered with the FSA.

However, if you are a new farmer, then you are probably not registered with the FSA.
When you go to an NRCS office to apply for the CSP, you can register with the FSA at
the same time. The NRCS and FSA offices are usually in the same building, at an “FSA
Service Center.”

To reigester with the FSA you should have an idea of how much land or acrage you are
farmering.

“Has documented control of the land for the term of the contract (5 years).”

CSP contracts are five years long. When you are applying for the CSP, you must show
that you are the “primary operator” of your farm.This does not mean that you must be
the owner of the land. The CSP wants to know that you are the farmer of that land, even
if you only rent or lease it.

In order to prove that you are the primary operator of your farm, you must provide one
of three things:

I) a deed or other proof of ownership of the land

2) a written lease agreement, signed by you and the owner of the land
3) other agreement or “legal conveyance”.
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Applicant Eligibility Requirements (continued)

“Is in compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.”

NRCS programs like the CSP are not a set of laws that farmers must follow. They
are voluntary and must be applied for. However, the government does require
that farmers fulfill some environmental standards. Fulfilling these standards is
called “compliance”.

The USDA requires compliance with “highly erodible land” and “wetland conservation”
provisions in order to receive any kind of payments, including for the CSP. If you

are already receiving any kind of payments from the USDA, then you have already
submitted the proper forms that show that you are compliant. If you are not receiving
any payments and have not shown your compliance, then you must fill out Form

AD 1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC)
Certification. This form can be found in Appendix C. It must be submitted to the NRCS.

“Is in compliance with average adjusted gross income provisions. If the average
adjusted gross nonfarm income is greater than $1 million, the person or legal
entity is not eligible unless 66.66 percent or more of the average adjusted gross
income is attributable to farming activities.”

This requirement says that you cannot receive CSP payments if you make more than $1
million per year. You must prove it by filling out Form CCC-926, Average Adjusted Gross
Income (AGI) Statement. This form can be found in Appendix B.

Also, it is important to note that you must make at least $1,000 in farm
income per year in order to be considered a farmer by the government.
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Land Eligibility Requirements

The most important land eligibility requirement is that your land is not
publicly owned. The Checklist says that your farm must be on “private/tribal
agricultural land”. It can be under private ownership or Tribe ownership
(land owned by American Indian tribes), but not “public lands”.

The Checklist also says that you can include “private nonindustrial forested land.”

This is land on your property that is covered by trees and can also be harvested for
commercial products, such as timber or wood pulp, but the lumber mill cannot be on
the property. You can be rewarded for stewardship on these acres of your property, too.
Having a forest management plan is important to receiving a CSP contract for private
nonindustrial forested land.

Again, you do not have to be the owner of the your land. You only must be a primary
operator of the farm on that land. As long as the owner of the land is a private citizen
or an American Indian tribe, and not the government, then your land is eligible for the
CSP.

There are no acreage requirements but you should know that nationally, CSP acreage
is given to states based on the amount of agricultural land in that state. This is not a
minimum acreage requirement for apply to the CSP.

There are other important requirements in order for your land to be eligible. The
following list is from the CSP Producer Self-Screening Checklist. Each point is followed
by an explanation:

Must include the entire agricultural operation (land for which you are
the operator in FSA farm records management system)

Your application must record all cultivated land on your farm, including “other land”.

Applicant elects whether to include the nonindustrial private forest land
component

You can also include private nonindustrial forested land that is on your property, but you
do not have to.

By: Paul Fusco
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Land ineligible for CSP includes land enrolled in CRP, WRP, GRP,
Conservation Security Program, public land, and land used for crop
production not planted or considered planted 4 of é years prior to June
2008

If you are currently receiving payments from the “Conservation Reserve Program”, the
“Wetland Reserve Program”, the “Grassland Reserve Program”, or the “Conservation
Security Program”, then you cannot receive CSP payments. You should not apply for the
CSP if you receive funding from these other programs.

The second part of this requirement is also important. It says that, if the land that you
are applying to the CSP is used for growing crops, then you must have been growing
crops on it for 4 out of the 6 years before 2008.

Stewardship Threshold Eligibility Requirements

This is the most important section of eligibility requirements. However, it is also the
most complicated. If it is difficult to answer all of the questions, you should review this
section of the CSP Producer Self-Screening Checklist with an employee of your local
NRCS office. They will be able to explain what the points in this section of the Checklist
mean.

They can also explain what the NRCS is looking for when they are ranking your
application. Below is a summary of the “stewardship threshold” eligibility requirements. A
complete list of suitable conservation practices can be found at http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.
gov/programs/eqip/FY_2010_EQIP_Eligibility.pdf

This section of the Checklist is asking you to identify the conservation practices that

you use on your farm. It is divided into different land types:“cropland”,“pasture land”,
“rangeland”, other land, and forested land. For each land type, it asks how you manage
that land on your property.

For cropland, pasture land, rangeland, and other land, this section wants to know:

1) Do you try to prevent soil erosion on your farm?

2) Do you try to prevent nutrients from running off of your fields?

3) Do you try to keep animals (if you have them) out of waterways on your property?
4) Do you try to minimize your water use?

5) Do you try to protect and/or enhance wildlife habitats on your property?

Different questions are asked for forested land, if you have it. It asks questions about
erosion control, wildfire control, and the management of your trees.
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NEXT STEPS

The CSP Producer Self-Screening Checklist is not an application. It only
helps you decide if you are eligible and if you have the ability to complete a
CSP contract.

The next step after completing the Checklist is to fill out an application (the first two
pages are found in Appendix B). The NRCS offices in your state are willing and available
to provide “technical assistance” in filling out the CSP application. It is suggested that you
take advantage of this technical assistance. It will be the easiest way to get through the
application process.

The following is a list of the other forms and information that you will need before you
can finish the application process. This list is only to help you feel prepared for meeting
with the NRCS. You do not need to have these forms prepared ahead of time. You will
receive and fill out these forms at the FSA Service Center:

*  Form AD-1026: By signing this you agree that you do not and will not
produce agricultural products on wetlands or highly erodible land.

*  Form CCC-926: Filling out this form provides the USDA with information
about how much money you make and your income eligibility.

*  Form CCC-901: This form identifies all of the members of your business.

* Certification of control of the land: This can be any of several forms that
show that you are in control of the land, which can be through ownership or
lease agreement. This can include: a deed to the land, property tax forms, a
written lease agreement, or another kind of written agreement.

* Beginning/Limited Resource/Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or
Rancher eligibility: You may have a greater chance of receiving a CSP
contract if you qualify as a beginning, limited resource, or socially disadvantaged
farmer or rancher. You can use this simple on-line tool to determine if you are
a limited resource farmer: http://www.Irftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/tool.asp

o\

You are a Beginning Farmer or Rancher if:

Your operation is not more than |0 years old

You are a Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher if:
|.You made less than $100,000 per year from farm sales
2.You made money at or below the federal poverty level for a family of

four, or made less than 50% of the median county income

You are a Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher if:

You belong to a nationality or social group that has been historically

discriminated against
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ONE GROWER'S STORY

Phillippa has been cultivating her 60-acre farm in Tennessee
for the last eight years, using conventional tillage techniques.
A few years ago, she noticed that she was losing more and
more of her soil to erosion. It would drain out after heavy

rainstorms and end up in the stream that borders her fields.

She recognized that if she did not change her cultivation
practices, she would lose soil fertility and decrease her yields.
She also knew that allowing less soil to flow into the stream
would be better for the health of the water, especially since

she often fertilized with phosphorus and nitrogen.

Over the course of the next year, she began using a mixture
of reduced-till and no-till systems and began using cover
crops in between harvested crops. She also began applying
less nitrogen to her fields and relying more on composted
manure, and when she applied phosphorus, she used a special
injector to apply it three inches below the soil surface. After
the first year of using these techniques, she found that she
was not losing as much soil to erosion, so she decided to

make these techniques part of her regular practices.

When she received her USDA survey this year, it came with
a newsletter. The newsletter talked about the Conservation
Stewardship Program, and that the Program rewards farmers
for being good stewards of their land. She wondered if she

could receive payments from the CSP since she was using

conservation tillage and new fertilization techniques.

X
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ONE GROWER'S STORY
(CONTINUED)

(Phillippa went to the NRCS website and looked at the CSP Self- by

Screening Checklist (http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/tool.asp).
After filling out the application as much as she could, she felt that
she might be eligible for the CSP but she needed help filling out
third section about stewardship eligibility requirements.

She called her local FSA office, and the agent there helped explain
the questions and how to answer them.VVhen she was done, the
agent said that it sounded like she was eligible for the CSP and
should come in to the office to begin filling out an application.

He also said that it would be helpful to bring information on her
control of the land, her income status, co-owners of the property,
and, because she has been farming less than 10 years, proof that she
is a beginning farmer.

After filling out the necessary forms, Phillippa created a
conservation plan that includes increasing “riparian buffers” and
wildlife habitat on her property over the next five years. She then
completed the application and submitted her paperwork. After

a month, she heard back from the NRCS that she had received

a CSP contract that would pay her $800 annually to continue to
implement these conservation practices on her farm.

N =
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SURVEY

Thank you for your interest in this plain language guide. If you could take a few minutes
to fill out a four question survey, please go to:

http://survey.constantcontact.com/sur-

vey/a07e2ztv47ogcxq26iq/start
I) How would you describe your background?
Farmer

Home Gardener

ot
Educator or Researcher
Rancher o o
, Z
Non-Profit Professional {"{5:,:""
T
Government Agent 'év_,*:’:
e
Other ;é:,:, n
o a"‘v‘f':,
Z
2) How useful was this guide? \ e
Not Useful Most Useful

] O O ] O
3) Where did you learn about this guide?
Friend

Internet
Co-Worker

New Entry Staff
Other

4) How will you sue the information in this guide? Please write 2 or 3 action items.

Additional comments, corrections, or suggestions.

Please write to us with additional comments, suggestions, corrections or to sign-up for
the New Entry newsletter.

Survey results can be sent to:

New Entry
155 Merrimack Street, 3rd Floor New Entr):
Lowell, MA 01852 ustai
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GLOSSARY

Beginning Farmer: According to the USDA, someone who has farmed for
fewer than 10 years is a beginning farmer. Also, if your farm operation is fewer
than 10 years old, you are also considered a beginning farmer.

Compliance: The state of a person acting within the rule of law; in this case,
the state of a farmer fulfilling the minimal standards for highly erodible land and
wetland conservation set by the county, state or federal government.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP): An NRCS program that encourages
farmers to convert highly erodible cropland or other environmentally sensitive
acreage to vegetative cover, such as tame or native grasses, wildlife plantings,
trees, filterstrips, or riparian buffers; you cannot receive CSP payments for land
that is also enrolled in the CRP.

Conservation Security Program: The name of the Conservation Stewardship
Program before the 2008 Farm Bill.

Cropland: Land that is used for growing commercial crops; to be eligible for

CSP, cropland must have been planted to crops for 4 of the last 6 years before
2008.

CSP contract: An agreement between a farmer and the NRCS that states
what CSP payments a farmer will receive, a schedule for all conservation
practices to be maintained, and a list of new practices to be used.

Entitlement program: Any government program for which you must receive
benefits if you are eligible; the CSP is not an entitlement program.

Farm Service Agency (FSA): An agency of the USDA that administers
many of the USDA’s programs by keeping records of farms and farmers,

and distributing payments to farmers who have received contracts through
commodity and conservation programs; your farm must be in FSA records to
receive CSP payments.

Grassland Reserve Program (GRP): An NRCS conservation program that
emphasizes support for working grazing operations, enhancement of plant and
animal biodiversity, and protection of grassland under threat of conversion to
other uses; you cannot receive CSP payments for land that is enrolled in the GRP.
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GLOSSARY

Legal Conveyance: A written document which transfers property from one
person to another.

Limited Resource Farmer: A farmer or rancher who makes less than
$100,000 each year in farm sales for the past two years. Also, farmers or
ranchers who earned at or below the federal poverty level for the past two
years. Farmers and ranchers who make less than half (50%) of the median
country average income are also part of this category.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS): An USDA agency that
helps farmers and other landowners to implement and maintain conservation
programs and practices on their land; the NRCS administers the CSP.

Other land: Includes incidental areas that are not in agricultural production,
or developed areas on the farm or ranch such as farm headquarters, ranch
sites, barnyards, feedlots, manure storage facilities, machinery storage areas, and
material handling facilities (from NRCS).

Pasture land: Land suitable for grazing animals on that is usually planted with a
preferred seed mixture.

Primary operator: The person who runs a farm, making day-to-day decisions,
regardless of ownership.

Private nonindustrial forested land: Rural land with existing tree cover or is
suitable for growing trees (from NRCS).

Private/tribal agricultural land: Land that is owned by an individual citizen,
or is found on American Indian tribal land; such land is not owned by any agency
of government.

Public lands: Land that is owned by the government.
Rangeland: Uncultivated land suitable for grazing animals.

Ranking: The process by which the NRCS decides which farms will receive
payments, and how much they will receive; for the CSP, ranking is based on what
conservation practices a farmer is currently doing and how much they are willing
to do in the future.
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GLOSSARY

Soil erosion: The relocation of soil, usually caused by movement in water and
wind; this causes both a loss of valuable soil from farmland and damage to the
environment.

Steward: A person who treats their land with respect and considers the long-
terms effects of their actions on the environment and other people.

Stewardship threshold: A minimum level of conservation practices being
used on a farm in order to meet basic CSP eligibility.

Technical assistance: Knowledge and skills provided to help someone in the
completion of a task; in this case, the NRCS will help you complete the CSP
application and decide what sort of conservation activities to apply at your farm.

FSA Service Center: These are locations where customers can reach FSA,
NRCS, and Rural Development Agencies. To locate the Service Center near you,
see the Additional Resource section in this guide for contact information.

Woatershed: The total land area from where a body of water, town, city, or
state draws its water; for example, the Chesapeake Bay watershed extends from
Delaware to New York State.

Wetland conservation: The environmental protection of wetlands, which
are areas that are usually covered in water and are vital to biodiversity and the
environment; the USDA does not give payments of any kind to farmers who
harm or destroy wetlands.

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP): An NRCS program offering landowners

the opportunity to protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their property; you
cannot receive CSP payments for land that is also enrolled in the WRP.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

NRCS Massachusetts Field Offices

Massachusetts State Office Holden Field Office

451 West Street 52 Boyden Road, Room 10
Ambherst, MA 01002 Holden, MA 01520

Tel: 413.253.4350 Tel: 508.829.4477 ext. 3
Barnstable Field Office Pittsfield Field Office

270 Communications Way, Unit |G 319 Littleton Road, Suite 302
Hyannis, MA 02601 Westford, MA 01186

Tel: 508.771.6476 Tel: 978.692.1904 ext. 3
Greenfield Field Office West Wareham Field Office
55 Federal Street, Room 290 I5 Cranberry Highway
Greenfield, MA 01301 West Wareham, MA 02576
Tel: 413.772.0384 ext. 3 Tel: 508.295.5151 ext.2

Hadley Field Office

195 Russell Street, Suite B6
Hadley, MA 01035

Tel: 413.585.1000 ext. 3

Online Resources
Limited Resource Farmer and Rancher Self-Determination Tool
http://www.Irftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/tool.asp

Farmers’ Legal Action Group (FLAG)
http://www.flaginc.org/

Massachusetts NRCS/CSP
http://www.ma.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_CSP/index.html

NRCS/CSP
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/csp.html

USDA Service Center Locator
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
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C5P encourages agricultural producers to improve conservation systems by undertaking additional

conservation activities and improving, maintaining, and managing existing conservation activities.

Producer SEH-Suuning Checklist

Is CSP right for you?

1 Are yon wiiling to crmmt fime B ety and doosment your comservation aciteities and
o vesify accumcy of application imfrmation before contracts e approved
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Self-Screening Checldist

To participate im OS5I, 2 predwcer mwst meet:
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= Land FReibility

= BStewardship Thresheld Requiremest

Applicant Fligibility Requirements (=l requiramenis mon be mef)
[0 1t the operator of record m Famm Sexvice Ageney (FSA) record systean o egtablish FEA
Tecordi prior o application
[0 Haz docnmented control of the: Lan fw the ferm of the contract {5 yeard)
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0 It m complmance with averape adpsted prots moome povitions. K the average adpried o
nonfiarm income: i3 greater than $1 million, the person o legal entity is not eligible mless 66.66
Pereni o more of the average adjisied prow moome i atinibaiable io Gormy achvibe:.
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Land Flisibility Requiresnenis (ol ragoiraments mux be mef)
O Povae/Trbal agrcotiurl kand o merindnstrial private foredt land
» Mt mclnde the ente apricuthral operation (land fw which you are the opexator in FSA
farm records masmpenent tystem)
3 Applicmt elects whether to inchade: the noomdustrial private forest land conmponent
# Land melipible for CSP mchndes kand enrdlled 10 CRP, WRP, GRP, Comervation
Secunity Program, public land, and 1amd need for cnmy pruinction nit planted or
contidered planted 4 of 6 year prior f June W8

Stewardship Threshold
If pon can check beo or more of thr siatemarts for sach lond use pon heve, poo may be # good
camdidatr for 5P

Croplasd:

[ Fields ave numaged with fiewr sipns of e o 201l being canmied to field edpes o water
bodies

0O Crop resadus: remaim o fields after haroest, or cover crops are planted

0O Gras: or woody boffer aress mirrrept field nmofT prior By entermg sreams, ditches 1ake: e
O Nutrients are applied accomiing to lind prant oniveruty reconmmendation:

O Area: on your fann are actively managed for wildbie habitat

O I you origate yivr croplimd, water applicatim iz schednled hazed on wml mimsinre
moninTmy andior evapotEmaynration moniorne

Pasiwreland:

O Paztnres therw few wime of eroson firom livedsek tail:, feeding aeat md watermy aeas.

O Theve & a beabthy ttand of prads and enmash forape for your bvestock

O Livetinck soress to stegne, pondt and kakes it morsaped

O Pastnres or aveat adgscent o your pasiures are: achvely mamaged for wildlife habitat

[0 T vou nripate wrr patioreland | water spolication it tchedoled based on 2oil moeshae
2. ¥ . il

Fampeland:

O Pangeland showr: few apns of erosion fiom lvestnck trml, feeding areas and watermy meas.

O Thewe iz 3 bealthy stand of vepetation aod envoph firage for your hvestock.

O Livestinck aores to stegs, pondt. mud bkes it masrmped

O Ranpeland it actively manaped i wildbife habitat

Nouin dwsirial private forest ad:

Noxindveeciriol privein forest lond ™ ix rural and with sxivting tras cover or i sudinbie for

grinwing ireas Applicowts slsct whsthar or pot io subweit nowadusirial priviis forasd lond for

Jinding consideraiirn.  Nonindusirial privots firrast lnd will be ranked seporainly for fundimg
approval oo mier aosindeeciriol privain frectiond

CEP Prodeces Se Soreening Chockie page 2 At T0NR1
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O Fraest/woodband 1t “preen catified” by one of the follwing recopmized propams: Tree Farm
Syuten Green Tag, Smart Wi, Forest Stewanddhip Covmneill, or Snttamablle Foreatry Imittative.
O One or more improvements: have been made o yoor forestfweodland m the past 10 yeart
according to a witien forest numagement or stewardship plan that was prepared with aswiznes
fiom a2 eatifiedlicenzed natural recoee preieational Framples of improvenents mary mcnde
pretcribe themimy. iree planting, sttablshng 2 fiebyesk, eic.

[ Theye & no appavent exnsumn o0 harvested o omed aeat, madt, S trailt and Endingt.

1 Natioe et 3re sysaeen sishr gtoekedd o thes e fmrwi'i‘nlﬂﬂimﬂlrﬁrmhmnu'
e et & i el e i e B e e e

mﬁ:tmted:landmldﬁmmk [nwilﬂ:ﬁm-pumm}nmmmmdh]rmtegﬂ]l]rphmdmw

el __ T __ W_
LMY 1NN

These ares are withan the bormds of your operatien. They inclde inculental areas that are not
m agvicoltumal production, or developed arezs on the: fanm or rmch 2och a8 farm headguurters,
handbmy facilabies  All theste meas mnit meet the il lowing condition fe siewarddhep elizinlty

o be met
0O Other lands do me have readily phaervable emdion or point srnees of conbmmnatien soch at

rulbet, mamwe TunofT or pesticude mmoff

Paymenix

agniculhwal pperation by the Contervation Mezanrement Tool (CMT). Contervation performance
payment pomtx ave nnigue for each agriculthral spesation and will be bated on exasimp and
Jroposed actresties

BﬂﬂEPljmtj'IH_
= Annnl payment for exittng and additional conservation performance
eitimated by the CMT by land nte and:

= Supplemental pryment fir the adoption of a reooree contervng coop
motation.

If pou ihank pou maef spplicent, land, and doverdsiap eligtdnloy, and are inderested m C5F,
contact powr local NRCS affice for the next xtep in fhr spplicelton process

If pou are not currendly dligibis for CAF, MRUCE cor asnxd pou wilk poor conservation neads
Coniart pour local NRUS office or varid owr Weh stis o bity: /farwrw norrs nada pow/prossanms.

T TIE. Dt af Apycaliews (TPEDA prable t dics st w2l iy progrss ol st on the: e ol cors, oeler, et oniges,
2, ikiity, 2l wiees appiahie, s, sl caivs, Gl cirtes, gl st by, sl st g—S Setin, poko]
Il s, o o 2l or = gt ol i vk o il S oy peblic s progren . [Fint 2 piil T apphy
o2l pregores: P with sl wie g sl e reces b oot of progyers sk vecbss (Hoills, g posl,
it wi: "} xbhoo bl costact TR y TARGPT Carer wt FU TH-2D0 fomics sl TOEY),. T Sin o copleint of llrcrissiobion wrils s
mm-_uﬁ.inﬂmmn_a—msw "Wanlsiv e, T1C_ 2NTR-410 o calll (BO0) TSI-3272 (ool s
() T20-E3) (TINT) TPETRA i o el mpy Iy p 2l ey

3 P Proderes Sel-Rorerie Cheokdie page 3 Mgt TNH
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LS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICAL TURE NRCS-CPA-1200
MNATURM RESOURCES CONSERVATION SEHRVICE OMBA DS7FIHEA 3 expirsdion 53140112

CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLKCATION

[re— Applaaion Mumber

s Applcalion Date-
County and Stake

Telephone: Wabershed
Subaccount

Location {iegal Descxiption o Famn and Tract Nessberj-

[Prease noie thai noi all queskons apply o af Frograms)

1. Thix is an application o parficipate in the:

0 Aguiculbwsl Management Axsintance (AMA} |0 Envionmental Guality Incentives Program [EOIP)

 Conservation Stewsniship Program [CSF) |ummmumﬁmm{mm

0O Aguicubhesl Water Enhancement Progran ||:| Cheaspeaks Bay Watershed Insttative {C W}

[AWEP}

2 OYes O N0 Doyou have fmn reconds estabished with the appropriate LISDA
Service Cemier Apgency?
I o, you musd exiahish thermn with the appropeiaie USDA Servioe Cenier Agency pir Io
sthrniiryg s appicabon.

31 Are you applying o parficipaie in a conservalion progeram as an {Ccheck one of the
Tollowing):

O individueal
a) Please enter your legal name and tax idertification numixes-
Name: Tax Number:

O Entity (Corporation, Limited Parinership, Trust, Estate, alc.)
a} Please enter enlity legal name and Bix idenliication number:

Name: Tax Number:
b} ¥Yes 0O Mo Do you have appmpriate documents inchading pmof 1o sign for the
entity?

O .Joint Operation (General Parinership, Joint Yene)
d) Please enier joint operaiion legal name and tax idertification number

Name: Tax Number:
b} ¥Yes 0O Mo Do you have appropriate doouments inchding proof to sign for the joint
operation?

4. A Dun & Brafiireet Daia Universal Numbering Sysiem {DUNS] number is necessary ior
federal granis or coniracts o enlities equal to or more then $25,000. ¥ yow do nol ave
a munber, formalion & avalaiie al hiipiedgoy dnb comfwebiommdisplayH ome 5
DLAMS Momnber:

Page 1 of3
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LS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICLILTURE NRCS-CPA-THIO

NATURAL RESCLIRCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OMB 0578 X113 expimlion 53178412
5. Is the land being offered for enmliment used for crop or ivestock production?

0O Crop Production Crop Type:

0O Livestock Production Livestock Type:

6. The land offered under this application is (check all that apply):

M vl § el
O Nivae Lanat

0O Public Land (Federal, Stale, or Local Governiment)
O Tribal, Alloted, Ceded or Indian Land

7. Certincation of cominol of the [and offered umier the appicaiion:
O Deed or other evidence of land ownership
0O Wrilien lease sgreement
Years of conlml are through
0O Other agreement or legal comeyance (describe):
Years of conlml are through

8 OYes 0O No Isthe land offered under this application emrolied in any other
conservation program ?

8. Are you applying for program benefils a5 one of the following participant types?
0O Linited Resowrce Famner or Rancher
0O Bepgnning Famner or Reancher
0O Sodally Deadvantaped Farmer or Rancher
Hmunﬂlbmp&mmdﬁmmmﬁgmmmnﬂﬁnﬂﬂmﬂmﬂtaﬂmmm
For more formaiion please go (o this websie: ffpw 5 00V L o

1.0 Yes O MO I applyinyg] for the ECEP and iT the appicaiion nclades ETigation
practices, has the land been amigaied ai least 2 of the last 5 years?

1. O0Yes 0O Mo ¥ applying for the ECQHP, are you engaged n Bvestodk or agricuboral
production, and have you produced at least $1000 of agricultural products in & year?

(Fored! agricuflora! producers may seled yes as they are exemp! from the $1.000 reqsrement )

On the fannys) identihed above, the Appiicant agrees, In parficipate in the identifed program if the
oifer is accepied by the NRCS. The undersigned person shal herealfler be refermed to as e
"Participant * The paricpant understands that starting a pradtice prior to contract approval causes
the practice i be ineligihle for program financial assistnese. The pardicipant will chian he
landowner's signahre on the coniract or provide writken authorization In nstall stnchral practices
The Parlicipant agrees not 1o start any financially assisled practice or acivity or engage the
reimbursable services of a cerlibed Technical Service Provider before a Conlract is excouted by
Commodity Credit Corporation {CCC). The Pardicipant may request, nowriting, a waner of his
requirernant for financially assisted practices by the NRCS State Consenvationist.

All participants that cerlify elghilly a5 a Farmer or Rancher under the Limiled Resmrte, Beginning,
or Sacially Disadvantaged groups will provide all reconds necessary i psify ther ddaim as equesied
by a NRCS represeniative. i is the responsibilly of the parlicpant to prowvide acouraie data to support
al items addessed n this application at the request of NRCS. False ceriications are subject to
crimnal and civi fraud stahles.

The Parlicipant acknowlednes that highly crodible land consenvaon'welland conscrvalion, adushed
gross ncome cerlificalions, and member mformation for enlilies and joint ope@ations ae on file with
the appropriate LISDA Service Cenler AQency.

Poage 2aof A
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LS DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NRCS-CPA-TXED
NATURAL RESOLRCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OAE 0S78-IX13 expirafion 5124112

120 Yes 0O No 1have eceived a copy of the propgram appendix where an appendix ix
appicable.

Applicant Signshee Date

MIBLIC BUDEN STATEMENT

In pecondary with the Privecy Act of 1674 [G USC 5528) and the Papersork Reduddion Act of 1805, an egency may not
ikt ar sponay, and B persan 5 ot required i respond 1o, 8 collieclion of mbmalion unless it displeys 8 vaid OMH
il mmber. The valil OME conbml mumber o this inkermaion collectinn s 5780013, The ime requined i complels
this inksmafion collection s esmaied o everage 45 mingkes per resporse, indwling the ime for reviewing insinuchions,
searhing exising dals surces, gafhering srud mainiaining the daln needed, sl completing and reviesing the: oolleclon
of informalion .

HONHECREINATION STATERIENT
The LS. Depaimend of Agricdhae [LISDA) prohibils discriminalian in sl is prognam and eclivities on the bhasis of e,
okw, naliomal origin, ege, disabilily, sl wherne applicable. s, masitel shehis, femilial shels, parenial shelbus, religian,
sexunl onenislion, geneti: irlormalion, poliical beliefs, reprisal, o becanse Bl ar part of an indviluals neome s demed
Trom any public scckdharys program. (Nal Bl prohibiied beses spply i 2l pograms Persnos with dsabiiies who requine
sliemaie means or comsmunieation of pogram inksmafion {Bralle, lage prnt, sudiniape, ehe ) should mniee] USODA's
TARGET Cenier gl (2112} 720-94900 (woice and TDD) Ta fie 2 complaint of Deaimination, wile o USHDA, Direclon, Cfice
of Chil Righis, 1 Dindeperdence Avenue, SAV ., Washingion, DC 2250H0410, or call (K] 795-1272 [voice ) ar (ALZ)
TAHIAZ? [TDD) USDA = an equal opparhunily provider and emplayer

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
The fnllowing slalement s made n aoonlence with The Privacy Acl of 1974 (5 USC 5h2a). This infommalion s wsed o
ek coniact ar agresmen] progess. The ardhariy o reqpuesing The foliwing momalion s 7 CFR S35 [Long Terms
Conlmdingl ¥ CHAR 110 {CRPY ¥ CAR 831 end 7112 (EQPY ¥ CHAR 838 (WHIPY 7 CFR B22 (WPFPP); 7 CFR 1485
[AMAY T CHAR M8E {C5F); ¥ CFR B25 (HFRY. 7 CFR 1404 [FAPP] and 7 CFR 1487 AIWRP)L. Fumnishing informalion s
vyolurbury aml will be conidential; wever, i is necessary n onder o receive s

Page 3of 3
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Thin femm s svalishis shecironically. LS. DEPARTMENT OF ACRICIN TURE Foars Appaves! - DME Mo. BSEHHEBS
AD-1026 Appuaitx (10-2510)
Appendix to Form for AD- 1026

Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and
Wetland Conservation [WC) Certification

The following conditions of eligibility are required for persoms: to receree mmy USDA loans or other program
henefitx that are snbgect o highly emndible land sl wettan] contervation proveuoms, tnles: m exemption
has been pranted by USDA

By sipming Forms Alk-1024, Iivn 13, the predecer certifies receigt of thix farm, aud osleny xn cxraplion has
hern prawivad by USDA, xrree te the fallswing m awy faren in which xach perass b sn Snderest.

NOT to plant or prodoce an agncntiural commaodity on highly erodible Gelds onless
A :cﬁvdy:;:plﬁnganqpnwdmmuwﬁmphnmmain@gaﬁmyappﬁud
conseTvabion system.

g |NOT to plant or produce an agricultural commadity on wetiands commerted after
Decesnber 73, 1985,

NOT to commvert wetlandds by dizining, dredping, fillimp, leveling, or any other means
C  |that womld allow the planting of any cop, pasture, apriculiural commedity, or other
such crops.

NOT to w=e proceeds from any FEA farm loan, insured or juaranteed, recesved after
p [(December 23, 1985, for 2 purpose that will contnbuie to the conwersion of 2 wetland
o produnce an agricuttural commodity, or contribote o cxoessive erosion of highly
erodible Iand a5 detenmined by NRCS.

NOTE: Sipnature i Form AT 1036 grves: representatnes of USDA suffumzateon i enter upren and mspect
all e m which the prodoces bat an mieredt i the opose of confirmmng the atwee thaiements.

\Any quethions concerniny the requivements «f the Food Senwity Act of 1985, at amended shall be directed o
iyour Comnty F3A Office perome] hefiwe spning AD-1026 m Ibem 13

ENE e g slaters e O A ORI WY I POCY ACE O TO74 (5 LIS S5} i v Papenaont REAKAw A of 1905, &5
mondest The vty Ly FoqUesing O taaming Intvatio: Jo ke syl o I S e S Faoe Soody A of TS, Puly £ 00-T0%,
! gk proroulled ke the Al {7 G Pt T2 The It Wi ke A2wed!in deteole el for progie Seneits and oher
il stk Adridsiee iy USEA Sgercies. THe informesion may e Armisived I o S55A ageres, IS, Depatoent of ke
o oMy Siale G Fockyal L ENEREAl ageack's, ! In FesporTes i Oroers oF 3 coun gl oF ikl Dl Furnishing e
Syl Seouaty Mumeer s volnkary. Fumishing S oer equreies iatwnalion s volutary: Rowever, S ko St ks S, cowopte
Satyroaion mil TSI IR 3 CeERMIRERD of ey A CEriin rOgrem St and oiher Snancl AEssiance somintsieTed by [SDA
TECEE The VRS O XM 00 A AT S, SERES] TR USE 2690, 67, 371, 66T, T0; 15 USC TT4m; il 37 USE 5728,
g e R, L R O S e

Acxrwring o e Fapersurd Recucion A of TESS, 30 Sgency mey Do SiRcuc! oF Sporew; namhmmhmq ]

lieciog of nteion oaleer ¥ ciepioys 2 wala’ QRIS onka nomier. The il DRF ool necsher o ks st coleckon

[ mmmhmﬂmmumumﬁmmmmunu

mm meﬂuﬂmmﬂmuﬂm e Cypleting andl reviewkg e cllecin
THIS QSN ETHR FINEE AN TE YOUR COUNTY FAR SEMWEE AGENCY -3A) QFFICE Sailwss

p_d--nlu"n-m

Tl ArER s darcts o verr, rob, et Gigs grasler, wiighn, agr, dekiby,
_-“.“-_-_,-d-ﬂr-_. Pt mff proieides o sgel e ol pepree ) Pevowes mily dfabiies miey vl el e e

mtmmmdﬂmm—nﬂ_h‘f— Averme, BN y L SEEEHMHE o ol (XX FI0HERGE
mier or TOA).  LSEA b en oo oppewrienlly peshier ared comployry
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AL-NDE (-5 UE. DEFARTEENT DF AGHICHIL TURE Formn Appevesd - Chll Na. I56HN1ES

e Pagr ¥ br Pubdc B Privery Art
1. Name of Producer 2. 1.0, Mumber (Last 4 digits onfy) (3. Current Crep Year

YEN | W |

-Llh Tawing inkeests love asresl MRCS delerminalions 7
" EIET Jonr Dasrey FEA [(NEc bafors complising deis B

T e uﬂ:nm-:u-umm O COnGEY JouT Coury FEA CNDES bufms cowplming 2k Ao

=T

. List amiated persons win tarming INierests. Se@ Page 2 for an axplanation. Enger "NONE", if apphcabis.

o

During the crop year entered in llem 3 above, or the ferm of 3 requested USDA loan, oid or will you plant o preduce an agricufural
commaodity on land for which 3 highly erodible determination has nof been made?

On &y End In Which you Nave an INierest, has anyona conoUCied any aciviies (sINce December 23, 1965) of Wil nyone conouct
any aciivifies (during the current crap year or the term of a requestad USDA loan) o:

(a) Create new dralnage, conduct tand levelng, filln dred.glr'g land clearing, or stump remaval that has not been
avaluated by NRCE? Indicate year If anaws

amwarad

H arswers in “YES kor any ane of these Hrars_ <ign amnd dale in Ben 11 below. A "YES arsrer aullswioes FEA in el
Hesm B, 5, o 8 this A6 o NRECS omale 2 HAL L ared or costified wetiand delesminations. 0 BOT sign in Hes 13
e unlil the NRCS determ ination =

"I for all of these Hewrs., complele Ben 13, omiact youwr Coumey FSA Ofce i you 2re uesure about See

[ —m__amu

SERETE M M & T %]

11. Sigralane of " 1 imraby coraly e 2w Infasaxion o tels Form s A8 ] DR 10 AR oF Iy roarieeign
Prodecer

{b) Maitain, Ingrave, or mofy an existng drainage that has nof been evalusted by NRCS? Indicats year If

Date: (MM-DO-YYYY)

12. Referral to NRCS Enter a checkmark if a NRCS determination  (Signature of FSA Represantative Date (AMM-DD-YYYY)
(Completed by  is needed because "YES" is answered
F5A) in ltems 8, 9, or 10.

NOTE: Helore Signing in Hes 13 Head AT-HEE Sppend
(i x AT-1028 Cortitucalion

K endersbenal xndl spree Bt wry dipially for ol USDA prayrm hnrki = ooyl spas s oo lilicslios of cosplioesce wafl e
fiphly srcdible bl sl weflynd oorovralion previsiee, of fhe 1085 Fasd Secarily Act rx xessled T 2pyeesent sioll wvre a2 confimsom
vyt sl aprersel for mlvesysl oop e Far correst sl sebwsqmest oreg Yo

= Lapyee tu fhe trrmrs ol oesflions sivivd s AD-100E Appesies o 3l bl i wivich T loore ar will kave s inloved
= Lapyee fhal ¥ Shevr av sy champy in my operaiis o i Tl sy afiect complience with fhese provicers, T will e o revianl
AN

= Izpyeein e sy requined ecvsplion repels b ch spplicykle oop pear
= [malersbenl ot nfiinied pevsr e xhe byt b cospliesce wifh fe v sl B G in comply ar e AD- 1005 will

el i ey off ity e peroers o eeterprios willh whom ey e sffiided (S pares rafer srs printel sn Feger 7 o ikir
Jm)

11m > Date (ML#DD-7YYY)
%ﬁﬁ“ﬁ ;'%?g”“&m”ﬁm
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Thin fore I il abis elnciromically. _
CCC 2% LN DEPARTMENT OF ABREW TURE 1. Crmnty DMECE: O SeTvier Crriler AUKIYEES (IRl 7 Cooe)
[11-HIB) Corm—ranitly il Corpmralii

AVERAGE AD.RISTHD GROSS INCOME [AGH)
STATEMENT

WOTE  THE [Ty cutualy A Fespieatig Al Safegearoing Bar IR IEaian CE-roed (o I A0 s A 1500, CORmervalion, and Eey AL oF 2008
[Pt [ T1G:300). ArkSvwaaly, Bus ottty A EoURTiig Dl st s 7 CT Fant 1400 2o 7 CFR Parl T410. The S

I ACCETEY A CEC i Tt I celeroining AIQRMITY RN FOGRTT RenEtl AT houl B W A GRS N Rk cn
e Focwcl In D Rl 2 7 CFF Pt 1600, Faaashing e repesiet Introvaon & volnkay. Falko i GItsh S ey Inftakkn s
Al in 3 clelerineon oF eligieliy Jor PRk PROGRT RENEEES, ST b Rl SXsivs acitsleree by LISTIA. The ket coaleciert
3 P o Bl AW Y e Rerond I EISTMA Snpiove, LFSEA Loy, o S et [T OO ahe 25 Sound o sl e e
IS ORceT Scibn HH of v (RO, COrSETon, SR E ey A, S POVSCy ACHOr 1074, e E-Grwemument Act of Z007, and Retaledt
UGS Tl SVSTERN cller-Son s ECeopied SO e Papenont REACIN A, 2 I & FEquined R the cooiniszraion of e Fand,
Croramnaiion, and Fresgy Actar 2008 (Fub_ ) T10-248, TR ), Sabitte F— Adrolisiraon] The prowishns of Cimisal ad ol o silues oy

P o o iatwien RETIOWN THES SN ETED FINE TD YOLT SOUNTY F3A OFFICE.
z mumum:@ﬁmz‘rm 3. Beniicaltn Nusnter (Ll 4 digis of SN o 7ax I WD}

NOTE Please read and complele &l iens.  Defniians of s such 25 "nariam mmome” and Tam nasme” ae conlained mn Page 2.

CERTIFICATION OF AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME

A Speecd i proeyan year i which pogean eils o equesied [Ghescl only one).

The appicable 3y prriod i Sainuaitn of te aecse Theappicabie 3o pediod Ry Saicutalion of e aeane

A [Jomm AE] wll b Ihe Lazabie years of A7, A6 ad TS e [J=n A wlll b e Lazabie years of AW, X0 i AT
The appicatee: 3-7E prriod i St of e aece The appicaiie 3-prce peiret o Eairutlion or e s

8. [Jaum AEI il b e xzabis years pf AN, 207, and A6 o [Jxn2 AG il D2 I taratie yeare O 2010, 2000 and AR

5 Wi e v i grovs S INCATRS 9554 DI or e Ko ihe appicabie 3-yeer period b e prigan yeor seece in Herm 47
A I‘I'EI. ﬂ.I Illn

6 s e v sl groes S o 7S D o e o e appiicabie S-year paskad o e progran year seieied In e 47
A[Jm= s[Owo

7. Wi e v i grovs S NCATR §1.080 508 ar e o e appicable 3-year pevic for e progosn year seteried in len 47
adm e[Jwa

e e e Qo S e o e appiicatie 3-yeE pRilml niend 1] Ofihe werae [1-3
Irezree (et ks, bolh S o monkars Incore)?

Aldwma s [0m o eoecss) e s R O S0 oF S Sppen oF pROICE I 0 SErES B Fmms,
ERchers, vk o S aperaines, xeo sofilin of R isoene on Pope 2

=  Imowsiedee tor Tlooe v o veviesed o] defiritioes, and reroivesnesty on Pase 3 of this foon;

= Toetify ot af] iwfwwstios restaireed within this, oetification i troe s comert;

= Tl oeypemebility - ety wotify F5A i wviting of awy Choyps o e Sarwing, aciing, or oty opeatios_ ara corye in Grsecisl staioy
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