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Growing Organic Blueberries 
Using Biochar

FNC17-1087 RICK MARESKE

Creating a Beautiful Sustainable You Pick in a Food Desert

Biochar has a naturally high pH, the inverse of what is 
desirable when raising blueberries. Our pH was 6.9 when 
we started. The biochar we used had a pH of 9. The pH 
problem was solved by washing the biochar with water. 
After washing and charging the biochar with compost it 
becomes a pH stabilizer. At last testing our pH was 5.9. I 
intend to add cottonseed meal and additional sulfur this 
spring to bring the pH down a bit more. One-quarter 
acre is being sustainably grown but without biochar. The 
other 1⁄4 acre is being grown using biochar at 3%. 
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The drawing is a cartoon map taken from an aerial photo of our farm.

Row
Cultivar

# of 
plants 
with 
biochar

# of 
plants 
without 
biochar

number 
of feet 
per row

1 O'Neil 4 3 21

New Hanover 5 6 33

2 O'Neil 6 7 39

New Hanover 9 7 48

3 O'Neil 8 8 48

New Hanover 9 8 51

4 O'Neil 15 16 93

New Hanover 16 15 93

5 O'Neil 16 15 93

New Hanover 15 16 93

6 Legacy 33 30 198

7 Legacy 17 16 99

Jersey 12 18 90

8 Jersey 31 29 180

9 Ira 28 32 180

10 Onslow 25 27 156

11 ira 20 23 129

12 onslow 20 17 111

Total 
number of 
plants

289 293 1755

pH Biochar & Blueberries

Marty Kraft – Biochar Enthusiast
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